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Arab artists representing the cultural diversity of the Middle East region are bringing new
perspectives to Art Paris 2025 this year. Capturing social and cultural shifts through art,
photographs, installations, and experimental animations, the resulting dialogue is all set to
stir up a sensational awakening, or rather, a much-needed re-awakening.

T he 27th edition of Art Paris is set to return in April this year,

[
celebrating modern and contemporary art, and attracting
over 170 exhibitors from 25 countries. As one of the most
highly anticipated art fairs in Europe, this edition brings with
it a befitting spotlight on the conversations emerging from the
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Arab world. “In 2018, it was one of the first art fairs in Europe to
host a platform dedicated to the Saudi art scene, in

collaboration with the Misk Foundation,” recalls
Guillaume Piens, Director of Art Paris. “This
year, we look forward to welcoming Lebanese
participants such as Tanit and Saleh Barakat, as
well as the Kuwait-based gallery Hunna Art, which
exclusively showcases female talent from the region,”
he says. The program includes two main themes: Immortal: A
Focus on Figurative Painting in France, curated by Amélie Adamo
and Numa Hambursin, and Out of Bounds, curated by Simon
Lamuniere, featuring works that shed light on the intersection of
culture, heritage, personal memory, and collective history.
Shown for the first time outside of Saudi Arabia, is
the stunning installation ‘Neuma: The Forgotten Ceremony’
by Saudi-American artist Sarah Brahim and French artist, Ugo
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Zena Assi

Schiavi. First unveiled in AlUla as part of the
Villa Hegra prefiguration program it pays homage
to the rituals of the pre-Islamic tribes, and is
inspired by the AlUla’s mythology, heritage, and
archaeology. Another prominent feature is ‘Out of
Bounds’ which presents a curated selection of 18
international artists, including female Arab artists
that are daring to push the limits of understanding,
offering new perspective on identity, power, and
belonging. “Many artists will also be represented
by European galleries, including Saudi artist
Mohammad AlFarraj by Mennour, Lebanese artist
Zena Assi by Tanit, and Iraqi-origin artist Sama
Alshaibi by Esther Woerdehoff Gallery, whose work challenges
stereotypes of Arab women,” adds Piens. Bringing forward the
importance of multi-ethnicity, cross-cultural influences, and
cultural hybridization, this year’s fair is an invitation for deeper
reflection on cultural acceptance, and awareness.

With ‘Out of Bounds’ Simon Lamunitre curates based on
themes of origins, gender, history and geography. From Kuwait,
artists Raya Kassisiech, Razan AlSarraf, and Nour Elbasuni
explore social and cultural differences, while from Beirut, Zena
Assi highlights shared human experiences. “Through painting,
sculpture, animation, and installation, my work delves into
themes of migration, war, gender, identity, and social change.
By documenting and reflecting on cultural and social shifts in
the Arab world - particularly in Beirut - while drawing from my
own journey, I seek to foster cross-cultural understanding and
appreciation between East and West, discussions among diverse
audiences, and bridging cultural divides,” she says.

Meanwhile, Iraqi-artist Sama Alshaibi uses
photographs to drive her rather bold message
forward. “I'm interested in the societal impact
of unequal power relations between the West
and the Middle East, and how that domination
is articulated through photographs,” she says.
This collective representation of female Arab
artists from the Middle East is sure to leave a
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lasting impact that begs for a reawakening of

Art Paris 2025 will be on view at the
Grand Palais from April 3 - 6, 2025.
Sama Alshaibi For more info, visit Artparis.com

sensitivities which serve to foster peace, unity,
and restoration.
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